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DIWALI FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS — PARLIAMENT HOUSE 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [2.08 pm]: I am 
pleased to inform the house today that for the very first time an Indian Diwali and Hindu New Year display of 
special celebratory vegetarian food, along with the traditional lighting of divos lamps, was held in the state 
Parliament of Western Australia. This bipartisan event was attended by a range of special guests from the Indian 
community, including the Acting Indian Consul General, Mr Raichandani, and many Western Australian 
members of Parliament. Last week, on 11 and 12 November, in another first, I organised for Parliament House to 
be lit up in orange light—the official colour of Diwali. In the past, other Parliaments, including the British, 
New South Wales and Victorian Parliaments, held Diwali displays. The Australian Parliament will host its 
inaugural Diwali display on 23 November 2015. 

Diwali, or Deepavali as it is known in southern India, is the annual Indian Festival of Lights. It is an ancient 
Hindu festival that is celebrated in over 40 countries around the world. It represents hope and freedom from 
darkness, misery and evil—all subjects of universal appeal. A major part of the tradition of Hindu Diwali 
celebrations requires followers to offer an Annakut, which literally translates to “mountain of food”, to Bhagwan 
as a symbol of appreciation and gratitude. Delicious vegetarian delicacies are lovingly prepared. This was the 
significance of the vegetarian dishes on display on the second floor of Parliament House. In recent weeks, tens of 
thousands of Western Australians have enjoyed numerous Diwali celebrations, which have included fireworks, 
cultural entertainment, delicious food stalls, traditions and community festivities. I am pleased to advise that 
between the Office of Multicultural Interests, Healthway and Lotterywest grants, the state government 
contributed $165 000 to the Indian community to help facilitate these events. I congratulate all the volunteers 
and performers from the Indian community for their dedication and involvement in putting on so many 
successful Diwali celebrations. 

Like the Asian Lunar New Year, Eid, and Buddha’s Birthday, Diwali is one of Western Australia’s major 
festivals. In addition to considerable cultural and social contributions, Diwali being just one example, the 
thriving Indian community of Western Australia is continuing to make substantial contributions to all levels of 
the state’s development through business, investment, community and culture. India is now fourth in the top five 
countries of birth for Western Australians. This rich mix of culture, language, religion and heritage is recognised 
and valued by the state government. 

I sincerely thank BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir, Perth, and its volunteers for its work in putting on the 
Diwali display at Parliament and trust members of this house enjoyed participating in and learning more about 
this ancient Indian tradition as much as I did. 
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